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Names Deeply Chiseled:

Greco-Roman Motifs in Yang Mu’s Poetry

Michelle Yeh
Distinguished Professor,
Chinese, Affiliated Faculty of Comparative Literature,

University of California, Davis

Abstract

Thus far, the study of Yang Mu has paid much attention to the relations between
his work and Chinese classics on the one hand, and English Romanticism on the
other. However, ancient Greek and Romanliterature is relatively understudied. This
paper examines the significance of Greco-Roman materials in the poetry and poetics
of Yang Mu. Following an overview of Yang’s scholarship related to the Western
classical tradition, the article focuses on five representative poems in chronological
order: “To Athena,” “Virgil,” “Pindar’s Ode,” “Greece,” and “Reading Dante at Year’s
End.” Yang’s creative appropriations of Greco-Roman materials fall into two
categories: 1. rewriting characters that are traditionally marginalized or stereotyped,
which constitutes a form of Modernist critique and deconstruction; and 2. skillful
integration of Chinese literature and culture into Greco-Roman materials, which is a

kind of cross-cultural intertextuality. As a scholar and poet well versed in Chinese and
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Western literary traditions, Yang Mu displays a contemporaneity that evokes the

Modernist sense of history that T.S. Eliot theorized.

Key words: Greece, Rome, epic, Romanticism, Modernism, contemporaneity,

cross-cultural intertextuality, creative rewriting
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FI A B B R 5 e 77 ) (2016) - 3E SRR RIANGE S LRYEBSEEREAR » rh3t
IR IE AR B - A & I B SE IR O A B R Rl T B - feRE1S -
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#HAEY(E I LR 2017 ) B 109-143 ; Wong, Lisa Lai-ming, Rays of the searching Sun:
The Transcultural Poetics of Yang Mu (Brussels: Peter Lang, 2009) ; w3 K » s B % » &
e~ e s ¥ HF (M FHAL BB FSE) (E3b 8 2015 F);
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% 381 (2005 5 H ) B 283-318; s »(—EAAH > LAk BE Bk B
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B2 - hERR (JESCshEs) REWE—FE T SRGFBEE | * - HERPE R
AR5 T - (R STBEET ) HESEAY I M ST IR i sRa A i » AR 2 K
BREUMEAE - T2 B - 2R s (THEETX ) B9SGE - BHRaIER Al
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4 X AR : Wang, C. H., “Toward Defining a Chinese Heroism,” Journal of the American
Oriental Society, vol. 95, no. 1 (1975) , pp. 25-35. 3L & 51 M F AR > de N @ Bk ( X% 4n
;) (&b 3460 1979 %) B 220 -

S R XM FH %4 Chan, P. L., ed., Essays in Commemoration of the Golden Jubilee of the
Fung Ping Shan Library, 1932-1982 (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 1982); JA
Wang, C. H., “Epic”, From Ritual to Allegory: Seven Essays in Early Chinese Poetry (Hong Kong:
The Chinese University Press, 1988), p. 74.
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¢ Wang, C. H., “Epic”, p. 114

Wang, Ching-hsien, The Bell and the Drum: Shih Ching as Formulaic Poetry in an Oral

Tradition (University of California Press, 1974); W XK : Es5 k5 > #R% - (4 sk - 3%

@y BFEALAIEF K ) (@l 1 )l AR A 1990 4F) -

8 Wang, C. H., “Alluding to the Text, or the Context?”, in Steven Shankman and Stephen W.
Durant ed., Early China/Ancient Greece: Thinking Through Comparisons(New York: State
University of New York Press, 2002), pp. 111-118.
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' Wang, C. H., “Chou Tso-jen’s Hellenism” , in Tak-wai Wong ed., East-West Comparative
Literature: Cross-Cultural Discourse (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Department of
Comparative Literature, 1993), p. 395.

12 Wong, Lisa Lai-ming, Rays of the searching Sun: The Transcultural Poetics of Yang Mu
(Brussels: Peter Lang, 2009), pp. 192-200.
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15 Mascetti, Manuela Dunn, Athena—Goddess of War and Wisdom (San Francisco: Chronicle
Books, 1996), p. 12.
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Shelley, 1792-1822) K {(HEIME:ZEZ 86 (Hymn to Intellectual Beauty) &% HHEF
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While yet a boy I sought for ghosts, and sped
Through many a listening chamber, cave and ruin,
And starlight wood, with fearful steps pursuing
Hopes of high talk with the departed dead.
I call’d on poisonous names with which our youth is fed;
I was not heard; I saw them not;
When musing deeply on the lot
of life......"
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[...] the historical sense compels a man to write not merely with his own
generation in his bones, but with a feeling that the whole of the literature of
Europe from Homer and within it the whole of the literature of his own
country has a simultaneous existence and composes a simultaneous order.
This historical sense, which is a sense of the timeless as well as of the
temporal and of the timeless and of the temporal together, is what makes a

writer traditional.'?
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BT F ey F A o

19 Eliot, T. S., “Tradition and the Individual Talent”, in Karl Sharpiro, ed., Prose Keys to Modern
Poetry (New York: Harper & Row, 1962), pp. 66-67.
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