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Abstract

This paper aims to articulate a historical imagination of the multitude, which is
yet to be named in scholarship, by looking at local performances of theater during
the Japanese colonial period of Taiwan in the 1920s. The paper argues that the
multitude who can be found in the local performances exceed the discourse of
colonial modernity by looking into the problematic of colonial modernity and
historicism. Audiences of Baizixi and Gezaixi serve an example of the multitude
that represents different significance from the concepts of“people” or “the masses”
under the imagination of modernity of the colonial regime or the colonized
intellectuals. This paper argues that the re-articulation of the multitude helps

historicize xiqu (Chinese music drama) by re-examining the drama that used to be
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seen as a particular and apolitical form of aesthetics. It also helps challenge the

epistemological rupture between xiqu and xiju (modern drama).

Keywords: Colonial Modernity, Xiqu (Chinese music drama),

Xiju (Modern drama), the Masses, the Multitude
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2 Rebecca E. Karl, Staging the World: Chinese Nationalism at the Turn of the Twentieth Century
(Durham: Duke University Press, 2002), p.37.

* Flki o op4



7 —FEAE R AL BRI R eg I3 115

73 o [FIRRERE 7 AR RIE R & AR ~ B RE R £ BAENE - B8 131
REHZA L - f£RIREFHRBRZ T - T T b —EREREA - &
BIER IR AL - EM " AR ) WaEsk g - 20 7 RIERKRNWAEFRE
AR 7 BRI - AEEE - T RIR— AR ) ZHMAARAERTT -
EETRELE THAAR AR -

BRHHPE R — Ml T R IRRY o FREERESE - —BHAAEIZ HBAERR T aEFC
Y f 2 SRS T 44 o Bk R BRIV S B AR RT IR B op - H S H
HALSCE R EE I E H AN T [F H IR o B ERHEA 2 By i
5 BRRER TEE 7 BB ZS  EHE AT o Bt S B Ry S
PRSI — o HAJEEEL - BRI R R PTRRRRAVEE] - R E A S
AR ~ SCHRFERIRIE

38 Ji i SO AR AT 2 BB AP B A A T DL T R BEA T
%/ U ) W3R - SOBAMAIANE RS 0 - FE LRSIk th 2 B~ thees
Qo IR BRI AR N E A EGE T T HRAC vs R ) AUBRACHEF s i - 12
JE T AR AR T o SR BT - RHIAY - ASCREZEER A - BIRY TR
HUEZR » PREARMI B E RE ARG i 2 T - R ANAYE AR E
HEBHEL RV BIREEEH (regime of translation’) HYSEJIMEHE - HALEHR - HERE
w2 A S IR AR - FMEEE B B A IR A - (B E W RARAH
BEEREE A IEE AR ARSI 5 S BENER T aE ISR o AR
FE R E SR - L/H H PRI R AR Ew L - 258 85 AR L B A
FHEREAMEN RSO0 » G E R A S B R 3 - A TREEHTE
& aEEN,

AR H BB A BRI BUR - BB T AR AT o - B @ B
(universal modernity ) Fr 28 HAY "IN 5 F5 o Chakrabarty fEHFEE (fF
WO T b« RAE AR R S 2= B ) (Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial

COBRBE ke IERIL  HiREEEAL 1907 FEle (RABE L) A E o RYE—
18 TRy REM KT T ELRBE L HER -
* BEMEA KR A B A (Naoki Sakai) @ AWy kkE—HOA Fmeyith -



16 (&HXEEH) Bt =

Thought and Historical Difference®) thEIELL T F 2 ER T 3% F A L &0
HBIAA REBGET RS | 2REH EHB R » (H¥f Chakrabarty [ 5 » B MIFREE
HBAR A RS ZBIRAY - ASC—J5THifE A Chakrabarty " JEFE S E B
R WE% - B—J5mal8 R 5w BB B B A - P R AY A B RS
BEE BN TS ) fE RHE o IERBIGR AR S SR R
TR B » i SO B ERIE A B T BRI R AR5 A2 1 380 i L B B P A 4
BfR - EMEARTERGR - SR T E R KR A TE TP RE - thZmg 1 B e
AR IR SRR » DUR L AIGRAE AL o 3E A 7B B i A7 ISk o A IR
FRELATAT » A SCREEEHE S (I DUBI S5 8 A R R B AY S B - R T Bl B BL A 1
Y SEAS

EHRBAMET - HRBEREE BT —SCFRIETR - 7 DU R 852 R
REBAMEE AR > T8 TBRIR—HF R ) B T RGE—RER ) EERARE -
Hrp XL TEEEAGE 5 BT AEE S WERRTE R o RSO E SR R
EOREAE 1937 HFH S MR B AT AY R L 20E BB T 2 19 B2 RALECE Bt Al 0 IR
A R FEEBANEREARGEITE - 8 BEREREAK TSNS - 518
o ARSCREE Ze g REBCREAN I R JE RIBGR | > &l T 2 R0, ARBE AT »
BEREARE ABCRERH T A2 HABRE S SHERMBAAS R - 5540 #
W RAFR T TS - SO S B B & G 2K 3035 W] BUSE K AR B Y
B A S DL EE SCEME A EE S (LB S0) BYFRR » BEUR IR s E AR LA
THERBIAME R T SCHEAT - A8 T BEESCF o RS R ~ BB 1Y [Rl 25
Wf o @RS~ B EA R BB A fm e -

® Dipesh Chakrabarty, Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial Thought and Historical Difference,
Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press,
2000).
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8 T4 4 # Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread

of Nationalism (London & NewYork:Verso, 2006); Giorgio Agamben, Means without End:
Notes on Politics (Minneapolis and London: University Of Minnesota Press, 2000).
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Naoki Sakai, "Theory and Asian Humanity: On the Question of Humanitas and Anthropos,"
Postcolonial Studies 13, no. 4 (2010).
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