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Abstract

In the literary tide of “post-native literature” during the 21st century, the appearance
of Running Account is a rather interesting phenomenon. It does not obey the realist
practices of traditional native works, but also differ from the current postmodern
aesthetics. Therefore the commonly used critical model is not suitable for its analysis.
This novel uses the lyric vision to represent Penghu’s local scenes, and suppresses
deliberately the continuous and dramatic nature of plots, presenting its daily life in a
naturalist style. As the book title declared, the writer displayed her ability to utter in
length and in details through its thick pages. The detail descriptions of daily life not
only shape its form to the extreme, the content also exposes the living experience
profoundly. Its unique esthetics opens up a new kind of style and vision in realist
writing, and initiates a critical reconsideration on realism. This research will utilize

“lyric vision” and “daily life esthetics” these two concepts to analyze Running
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Account, in order to highlight / resist the limitation of so-called “normal” in realist

literature.

Key words: Running Account, lyric vision, the aesthetics of daily life, repetition, detail
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S

3 2 A, Michel de Certeau, The Practice of Everyday Life (Berkeley: California UP, 1984); Henri
Lefebvre, Critique of Everyday Life (London: Verso, 1991); ki B (B F AL ZEFH %) (A
XA A2 ER) 10 & 38 (20093 A ) A 22-

14 Rita Felski, Doing Time: Feminist Theory and Postmodern Culture (New York: New York UP,
2000), pp.78-79.
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" Rz 157 F 24 -

'7 Laurie Langbaur, Novels of Everyday Life: the Series in English Fiction, 1850-1930, (Ithaca:
Cornell UP, 1999), p.5.
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' J. Hillis Miller, Fiction and Repetition: Seven English Novels (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard UP,
1982), p.3; Peter Brooks, Reading for the Plot: Design and Intention in Narrative (Cambridge:
Harvard UP, 1984), p.9.

20 Naomi Schor, Reading in Detail: Aesthetics and the Feminine (New York and London: Methuen,
1987), pp.23-41.
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