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Semantic Structure of Pai Hsien-yung’s

Short-stories

Tana DluhoSova

PhD candidate, Institute of Far Eastern Studies, Charles University, Prague

Abstract

The article focuses on distribution and usage of allusions in Pai Hsien-yung
literary writing. It observes that the allusions’ source texts originate in those
cultural backgrounds, where the particular short-stories take place (the American or
Chinese cultural background). Such allusions distribution seems to be intentional
and allusions help to construct the meaning on different semantic levels: the level of
characters (the lowest semantic level), the level of short-story, and cycle. The
article also observes that the constructed meaning and short-stories rooted both
cultural backgrounds has cyclic character, and thus a short-stories dialog occurs.
From this point of view, the meaning of last two short-stories, “Danny Boy” and
“Tea for Two”, differ in comparison to previous short-stories. The article, deriving
from the Homi Bhabha’s conception of “the third space of enunciation”, believes
that Pai Hsien-yung while using the same literary techniques builds a “hybrid
background”, where all answers to the questions and dichotomies occurring in

previous works can be found.

Key words: Pai Hsien-yung, semantic levels, allusion, diangu, “the third space of

enunciation”
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7t ste — BRI B 52 S B 2R A - LA B 5208 A B f s 25 34
AYELF USR] ~ B8 B0 W HEER —2BIRYHEY o iR/ NS
FEAVIEEE A - Fit DUE B 3 & e A B - A1 8 W R AU R DR 38 268 A

TR AH MR IR AR ARG THOAT NRGFH FLARG T (2
FEO T BIAMIFFA R ARE) (FT o WA HRAE 0 1997 ) B 8-18 -

P RERXTHAE BN (ERAZL AN e — ARG AR IL ) B B R T IR MO
Bt (REXh) PHEAEARGER  FTARX ST EMTH - HAL_BE R KY
1B AT 8 RS HT 0 3 5 B Medzi svetmi: Pai Hsien-yung a identita v taiwanskej literatiire.
Praha: DharmaGaia, 2006, pp. 111-115, 150-156.
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*7 T.S. Eliot: “Waste Land*:
April is the cruelest month, breeding
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing
Memory and desire, stirring
Dull roots with spring rain.
Winter kept us warm, covering
Earth in forgetful snow,... (Eliot 1972, 5)
B OREAGRARRTE XA RRALZBNEFRENREGF AR -
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' Gk H (Danny Boy ) & (P 4XE) =+ A% 64 (2001 412 A ) § 211-224 -



120 (&HXEE24R) F+wih

K > MAERFEIDIRE © 55— X HBFE/ NRIIRTE S » (B TS | A5 &5
W BRI R - WOR R B AR NI S - Bk AIDS W AR 1 fE
LS

25K 0 AEHE HE s R E AR £R o B B IR R E ANERSTE
EYE AR - O XFRERF E A F TG E - /N AERN
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=R WoRth 2N - R T ARYRSE o BUE IS E Y
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POk E g 0 (92 i) (BT AT A » 2004 ) ¢

33T And if you come, when all the flowers are dying / And I am dead, as dead I well may be /
You’ll come and find the place where I am lying / And kneel and say an "Ave" there for me. |

M RBTHERLTALEKEL o F A RE Y EF o Tony $ David # 2 #4118 K 4R
i AL 5 8 AR o



BE G AT IR ORI 121

PO ~ FrE ek IEE L RYFE e/ )\ER AV #9535 1%

RAFb i R SUET 5= - B AL B/ N RE A e R A R RE AR R 2L - 1
HYe 5/ Ntz - (Danny Boy) #1 (Tea for Two) {5{REZHYMAL - £ EEE
T+ B BRHI IR/ NSET BT HO B8 (R HE BNTA VL © 28t & (majority ) Bl it
(minority ) FY¥T7 < sEMFRE/NSA - RIRDBIEKNEHE T > FrLUERTR
/NS E AL BRIRIR BT 5 [FIIRF - /AR A PR B2 T O AR IR A 5 » — iR
K - HIE BRI/ E KA FERREFEEH - EA R IRy N IR T AR
ih &AL 5 (E=AEA) #HEE T AhE A SRS NSRS 55 DISEE Ty
B A/ N BT R B SRR PG U5 S BAY ¥ T 13 Danny Boy YH{I{ Tea for Two)
B T R PE AR T SR 1 TH SRR 0T | o BEPRIE SE T R A — R £ (B
eBEH LEFORDHGLE (minority) MIZ 8l & (majority) HYAIL - iEHk%
T O 2 [A] R S M F o B/ N astE— RO R 1 - (B2 - HSLBRAE/ N Rl s
BA R EREERIRE R - G52/ NRFABUERY ~ R SIHMRAIRERE o #EAR

(Tea for Two) HYH R HIF ¢ AIDS WrE i Ry " BCEEIH SR, HE e
L AT - S8R/ NSRS BB 2 A — M7 S - Tony B David s fit DI -
il " AFEES - MHERNE SEEE FEENxRE -

Tony B2 David - 35 {E AP REMEIRTER o AEE AR AR " AEEEHN s 1
PEREF I AR TS 5 AU e G AR T R RIPE U5 SCAERIERIAD S o
FEHJe B LRI/ - G LERB RSN TARE S IR 1 - 1B 56 58 AR AT E 1/
pite TIRZ [ > B2 (Danny Boy) 1 (Tea for Two) ;& i@/ Nt A 5 ¥
TELERERY A o (Tea for Two) BYHIEH SR » Tony Bd David ({GEKHERY
At thiesELa m LA - B85 FrE AL B R/ NS E A — AL
M~ AXXHERARE -

Foft /% (Danny Boy) #1 (Tea for Two) £ £ 7 HAEA—E 2 HILHE/I
Wt IREF AL SN 2 Bt & (majority ) B8t & (minority ) HY¥IL -
fE3EflH —JCEf .2 (binary opposition) » Bk EHAEAPERS ~ SUEZE S
TEfEFRSE R - FH/NGRA D BAFNE (minority) A ZHUH#EE (majority ) 1
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PoEF - KEREHMEER] (negative definition of identity ) ; {HJ2/NE RN E
[F] AR TS - 9 BT« BLDIRTAY/ N AR - AWIR8 [RE 8 2 T iR EF RO THE S
i HARE T B CHIALE - i AR - BERR T EITRYBYINLY - B B
HE0Y B I ASE » FARCT Hr R ey - 38 M B B R FE 2 % B e i e Al
GRE

EE (Homi K. Bhabha) 43 A B2 7T 3L ALY 22 [F) IR - At 4 5E {8l
F ~ FE A SO 8S #E 1H ZE AE R BT MU S R T 2 =22 ) (the third space of
enunciation) ** o R - 7EiE 22 - i SUERR RS HE B
SAGFIR - WSy e Ea7 - AR B A AR SR (hybridity) -
35 IS A 1 R 22 B R Bk A BB TR P B E MR » (R Ry ny AL B A 8
FERE AN I 2 B 0y B -

(Danny Boy) FI { Tea for Two) Firffi 53nyEARAY ~ [FIPEAtny tH St 2 5807
(1 5 H AR © SO BEERRHER - BEBDIET/ R - SRR
LRI R E R - RS AR E R - EENETE - S
FUR AR (exclusive) » MIHE®EAME (inclusive) °

E A l\:lél:gﬁ

H 5 BB IR RO Ry s AE A Al B PESE R 7R A IR SR« DLSER Ry 58/ )N
At Al R IR R P T S BRI AL 5 TiAE B S/ Nt - R A RO RS R AR IR
e EESE - 1 H AR (EAEA) TR o v SR AL SOR BB - 58
AR - BRI EERDIRE - Sl Ecfat (ZJIEA) BN
AL > B C B MBI P B RSO RGE T A RAFORER T HhEIE T L
1 HL#5 /NG S D RER R R TE - ATaBY ™ 5 B I SUE P g AMEAE R 1
ARV H 5 AP ] —25 36 - SR LR [ B A M 2 NIRRT AU T
AT R P L A v R S B e+ it 22 Bl A R/ B A TSR

35 B~ T % = 72 @ | (the third space of enunciation) —3] % & % 3% » 3% % A Bhabha, Homi
K. “ Postcolonial Authority and Postmodern Guilt.” /n Grossberg, Lawrence — Nelson, Cary.
(ed.) Cultural studies. New York a London: Routledge, 1992.
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R+ E LS B R BRI 1S 7 SR 7 TR 1 2
R 320 LKW 75 A 53 A2 1 B T BSOS 45 2 5 3l » 4  Tea for
Two) Fil (Danny Boy) » Fi IS RLBYEE i —HHTH + # CLAERISHAEHS -
A 22 © A SREL + SR IMZE IR (1 56 T /B A L PRI
ool » FURERRARE €14 AE 2 B0 B S BREE 5 -
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